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Congratulations to the boys’ 
cross country team for plac-
ing third in State competition! 
They boys were Ozark Confer-
ence and District chamions and 
placed third at sectionals prior 
to State competition. Pictured: 
Coach Ted Wilkening, Coach 
Alicia Gunter, Ethan Hutchin-
son, Coach Joe Bill Dixon, 
Ben Stasney, Coach Ramona 
Talburt, Joshua Ingalls, Dylan 
Hayes, Christian Rymel, Garrit 
Hicks, Jacob McCrackin, and 
Caleb Boys.

Congratulations to the Lady Zizzer Cross 
Country team for placing 8th in State Com-
petition! The team also won Ozark Confer-
ence, first in Districts, and third in sectionals. 
Pictured:Whitney Drown, Madison Brown-
rigg, Kayli Brower, Sidney Sanders, Theresa 
Harto, Hayley Bacca, Mackenzie Brownrigg, 
Makenzie Bergman.



Chiefs’ 
Corner

 Gobble, gobble, Zizzerland! It’s nearing the end of No-
vember, the time where we begin to acknowledge our blessings. 
We are thankful for our awesome God, our amazing families, 
our wonderful friends, and our imaginary boyfriends. Just kid-
ding, we aren’t that weird…wink wink. What are you thankful 
for? Always remember, you have quite a lot to be thankful for. 
 One thing every Zizzer should be thankful for is a spec-
tacular end to the fall sports season. Congrats to the football, 
boys’ soccer, boys’ and girls’ cross country, boys’ swim, girls’ 
tennis, girls’ golf, volleyball, and softball teams for all of their 
hard work paying off.
 Another thing a Zizzer can be thankful for is Thanksgiv-
ing Break, which means NO SCHOOL. So while you are stuff-
ing your face with mashed potato and pumpkin pie, remember 
to count your blessings. Happy Thanksgiving!
 
 Your editors,
 Madison Cozort and Tara Long

 Zizzerette is a publication of West 
Plains High School, created by students in 
Mrs. Dianna Locke’s English class.  Eight 
issues of the newspaper are created each 
year.  It is published by students in Mr. Scott 
Heidy’s class.

Editors.......Madison Cozort and Tara Long

Writers....Brendan Blades, Megan Big-
gers, Chance Davis, John Williams, Peyton 
Ramseur, Lane Cyr, Lexie Brauer, Marykate 
Wagoner, Kylie Givens, Bailee 
Doughtery, Karissa Houts, Rachel Knapp, 
Andria Mullins, Amanda Stevens, and Tricia 
Evans

Advisor....Mrs. Dianna Locke
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Senior Spotlight
By Peyton Ramseur
 This month’s Senior Spotlight is THE 
Chase Riley, the son of Will and Tara Riley. This 
18-year-old competes in track and also plays bas-
ketball for the Zizzers. In fact, he will be a third 
year starter for the basketball team this year. He 
also won state  last year for the high jump event. 
So, as you can tell, he is quite an athlete.
 Chase said he wants to attend college and 
compete in track but he is undecided where he 
wants to attend at the moment. His hobbies include 
hanging out with friends, playing basketball, and 
hunting. 
 Chase is a very social guy, so if you see him 
in the hallway be sure to say, “hey.”
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By Amanda Stevens
 The Junior Junction for November is 
the one and only Peyton Parker. Peyton is the 
daughter of Michelle and Casey Parker and 
sister of Caden, 13, and Ren, 2. 
 After high school she plans to attend 
college at North Carolina Chapel Hill and ma-
jor in cardiothoracic surgery.  
Whether it is supporting her favorite NFL 
team, the Carolina Panthers, or cheering on the 
local Zizzers, she is always enjoying the thrill 
and anticipation of the game. 
 Peyton, during her free time, loves 
to listen to Sleeping with Sirens, Aerosmith, 
Breaking Benjamin, and Nirvana. 
 She enjoys playing video games, hang-
ing out with friends and family, reading, and 
school. During fall and winter she said, it is 
impossible to keep her indoors. If you ever see 
Peyton around make sure you say “hey” be-
cause you would be missing out on the chance 
of a great friend if you didn’t. “Shout out to 
Tyler Wood,” she exclaimed.  

Junior
Junction

Class of 2017
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Sophomore Showcase
By Kylie Givens
 This month’s Sophomore Spotlight is Andrew 
Hall, the son of David and Dana Hall, and the brother of 
Samuel Hall.
  Andrew participates on the basketball and foot-
ball teams. “Tall Man Hall” stands 6 feet, 5 inches and 
has blue eyes and brown hair. He revealed that his secret 
to his luscious locks is his “2 in 1” shampoo. 
 Although Hall is not seeing anyone at the mo-
ment, he says he is single and ready to mingle. He also 
stated, “Even though she doesn’t know it yet, I will wife 
Andria Mullins someday.” 
 Hall says that one of his many talents and aspi-
rations in life is singing. He’s been told he sings like a 
combination of Fergie and Jesus. Andrew Hall is always 
up for making new friends, so don't be scared to give 
him a shout in the hallways or “slide in his DMs.”

By Lane Cyr
 This month’s Freshman Focus is Miss 
Gracie Collins. She is a member of the WPHS 
volleyball team and loves the color purple. 
Gracie said she loves high school, especially 
all the new friends she has made. Laykin 
Herring is her best friend and inspiration, she 
added.
 In her free time, Gracie said, she likes 
to watch Netflix and hang out with friends. Al-
though she knows she wants to attend college, 
she isn’t sure where at this point in time. Rest 
assured, Gracie, there’s plenty of time left for 
you to make that decision.
 Gracie has one sibling, an older brother, 
Cage Collins.

Freshman Focus
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Clubs & Organizations
Beta Club
 Beta recently held a fundraiser for 
the members who wanted to attend the 
convention which will be held in Branson 
on March 3- 6.  Mrs. Martin would like to 
remind Betas who would like to attend the 
convention to turn in a log showing that 
they have completed 15 hours of service 
before January in order to secure their spot.
 Members of Beta helped at Haunt-
ing at the Hollows and the Fall Festival and 
they also held an induction ceremony where 
72 new members were inducted. Betas 
don’t forget to get those service hours in!

the
zizzer
zone

Preserving Your High School Memories Through Photos  |  Covering Sports and Academic Events

The .comZizzerZone

Join our online community! Facebook.com/TheZizzerZone

patty@thezizzerzone.com

National Honor Society held 
it’s annual fall blood drive on 
November 10, 2015.
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Choir
 Congratulations to the following students who were part of the All-District Honors Choir this weekend:
Joe Sulley, Landon Rothgheb, Christian Martin, Emily Kimball, Connor Cochran, Bailee Dougherty, Heidi 
Schneider, Travis Rhoads, Mary Roylance, Keith Bodenhammer, Haley Hershenson, Melody Johnson, Cassie 
Roberts, Hannah Schmelling, Savannah Bailey, Hayden Green, Cameron Judd, and Jacob Simpson. 
 A big congratulations to Emily Kimball, Connor Cochran, and Bailey Dougherty for being selected for 
the Missouri All-State Choir.

FFA
 FFA is an organization that makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing personal 
growth and career success through agricultural education.  It is also an exciting, fun way to meet people and 
make new friends. 
 Congratulations to the 22 FFA members that competed in National Convention held at Louisville, Ken-
tucky. FFA would like to give a special thanks to everyone who came out and supported the club at the annual 
FFA Alumni Rib Sale held on November 13. They would also like to announce that this year's fruit sales will be 
delivered the second week in December. 
 For questions about FFA please see advisors Mr. Hale or Mrs. Jedlicka in the Ag. building

Literati
 Literati is an enjoyable and inspiring literature club 
here at West Plains High School. Meetings are held once 
every month, which consists of sharing writings and stories. 
Each month, Literati is assigned a specific genre to write 
and discuss about. If you are captivated by literature and 
would like to share, listen for announcements as to when the 
next Literati meeting is or talk to advisor, Mr. Schilmoeller, 
in Room 205.

World Language Club
 In World Language Club, the group celebrates 
holidays of other countries and learns about their cultures. 
During these celebrations, they eat some delicious food, 
too. During November, they feasted on Russian food to cel-
ebrate Russian Day of Unity. The club meets twice a month 
in Room 21, and they would love for anyone to join!

Yearbook
 It’s that time of year to start buying your yearbooks! 
From now until November 30 you can purchase one for 
$50 and receive free icons. For seniors who don’t want the 
“amazing” pictures they get from Jostens, you can put your 
own in there, but you have to have them in before Christmas 
break. You cannot have hands in your face or hats on. If you 
have any more questions, feel free to ask Mr. Heidy in the 
CC building or refer to the posters that are located around 
school. 
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Veterans Day 2015

Local WWII veteran Evert Johnson, 
who will be 92 next month, began his 
Veterans Day celebration with a pan-
cake breakfast served in the cafeteria 
and a complimentary copy of a special 
edition of Ridgerunner magazine. 

World War II veteran Jack McNevin had the distinction of 
being the oldest veteran in attendance at the Annual WPHS 
Veterans Day Assembly. Jack is pictured with his lovely wife 
of 69 years, Marian, and daughters Sally, Susie, and Sunie.

United States Army Honor Guard were well 
represented at the Annual Veterans Day 
Assembly. Thank you, gentlemen, for your 
service.
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WPHS Principal Jack Randolph, along with 
Zizzer alumni Robert Burtrum and Lana Snod-
grass, communicators director of WPR-7, served 
pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee to veterans 
and faculty prior to the annual assembly.

Retired Army Major Mr. Schmelling spoke to 
a captivated crowd about the humble nature 
of the United States veteran and of sacrifices 
willingly made for one’s country.

Local resident and Vietnam Veteran Ronnie Luna, with 
two of his grandsons, Travis Rhoads and Kameron Judd. 
Ronnie received a Bronze Star for his efforts in the 
United States Army. Luna was an Army Specialist 4 and 
we cannot thank him enough for his efforts!
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By Bailee Dougherty
    After watching The Parent Trap, everyone wished they 
had a twin to get into shenanigans with, right? For some 
people here at WPHS, they did not have to make that wish! 
A few Zizzers were born a few minutes apart from their 
sibling with the same baby blues and soft, wispy hair. Emma 
and Nick Tyler say they liked using that double trouble to 
their advantage; two cribs, two cars, two caps and gowns. . . 
You get the idea. Megan and Mitchell Biggers say they love 
having someone to share all of their life experiences with, 
because there’s no one that gets you quite like your twin. 
    Even though these siblings were womb mates, that 
doesn’t mean they were inseparable after birth. Krystal and 
Shelby Foster don’t even go to the same school, and Garrit 
and Evan Hicks have plans to go to their separate ways after 
graduation. Contrary to popular belief, it is very common 
for twins to be complete opposites, even if they share the 
same DNA.
    “Can you read each other’s mind?” was answered with an 
overwhelming “no,” but Megan says she finishes Mitchell’s 
sentences a lot, and Emma remembers a time when Nick 
broke his leg at another house and she knew something was 
wrong. Twin telepathy might not be a real thing, but there’s 
no questioning the unique bond between them.

Twinning at life

Mitchell and Megan Biggers
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By Andria Mullins
 The boys’ swim team has had a very successful year. 
Coached by Katie Jensen and Stan Dennison, they have improved 
from last year, and are continuing to improve. During districts, the 
team placed 10th overall. Sam Jensen qualified for state, being the 
first ever Zizzer to make it that far. In state, he placed an impres-
sive 27th.  Congrats to Sam and all of the other swimmers on a 
great season!

Zizzer Sam Jensen competes at State

By Tricia Evins
 The volleyball team recently wrapped up a busy season. 
Seniors Ann Renee Cawvey, Machea Bruce, Avery Warren, 
Camryn Johnson, Alexis Eck, and Sarah Evans led the team to 
score 9 strong wins, 1 tie, and 21 losses.
 Coach Amy McNew stated that the team was strong in 
their serving methods and work ethic, though lacking in consis-
tency and mental toughness. 

Lady Zizzer Volleyball team ends season

By Karissa Houts

 The Winter of 2015 Zizzer sports will include: girls swim, 
(coached by Katie Jensen, Rhonda Brownrigg, and Stan Dennison) 
girls basketball, (coached by Scott Womack, Jenni Campbell, and 
Sammi Radosevich) and boys basketball (coached by Kevin Paul 
Smith). Stay tuned to Zizzerette for coverage of these sports. 

Winter sports preview

Elite Image Salon
      622 Porter Wagoner

   West Plains, MO 65775
           (417)255-1146

  Brandi Bell  Michelle Kight
  Sheryle Campbell Ashley Kitrell
 Courtney Lipford
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Seniors ends football season with an impressive 10-2 record

By Chance Davis
 The Zizzer football team is the only team since 1969 to get 10 wins in a single season. The foot-
ball team went 8-1 in the Ozark Conference. In the District playoffs they beat Rogersville and Bolivar 
to advance to the district championship against the five time consecutive state champs, Webb City. The 
Zizzers would fall short of  Webb City and end their season with a 10-2 record. This is definitely a sea-
son for the record books for Zizzer football.
 The JV and Freshmen football teams have a bright future of them as well. The Freshmen team 
finished with a 7 game winning streak to finish the season 7-2. The JV team had a record of 2 wins 5 
loses and 1 tie. The Freshmen and JV teams combined could potentially be a big threat to the Ozark 
Conference in the next few seasons. 
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